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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address — 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 03 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 , 136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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6) M Claim(s) 1-25 is/are rejected. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office Action is in response to the communication filed on 04 January 2001 . 

2. Claims 1 -25 are presented for examination. 



3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 1-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Agraharam et al. US patent no. 6,389,471 B1 in view of Yen et al. US patent no. 
6,724,918 B1. 

5. As to claim 1 , Agraharam, Network Broadcasting System For Broadcasting 
Audiovisual Information To An Identified Audience, discloses a system for composing 
music data representative of a music composition according to composing data 
representative of a material of the music composition, the system comprising a plurality 
of information processing terminals and a control station for mutually connecting the 
plurality of the information processing terminals through the control station, wherein 
each information processing terminal comprises a conversation section that can be 
operated to exchange messages with other information processing terminal, and an 
input section that can be operated to input the composing data while exchanging the 
messages with other information processing terminal (col. 2, line 21 - col. 3, line 20; col. 
4, line 61 - col. 5, line 39; col. 8, lines 33-36); However, Agraharam does not explicitly 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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disclose wherein the control station comprises a composing section that composes and 
edits the music data according to the composing data inputted by the plurality of the 
information processing terminals to thereby collaborate the plurality of the information 
processing terminals for creating the music composition. Thus, the artisan would have 
been motivated to look to the related networking art for potential system for 
implementing composing and editing the music data according to the composing data 
inputted by the plurality of the information processing terminals to thereby collaborate 
the plurality of the information processing terminals for creating the music composition. 

In the same field of endeavor, Yen, related System And Method For Indexing, 
Accessing And Retrieving AudioA/ideo With Concurrent Sketch Activity, discloses, 
"During the editing mode, the client can add sketch information to a retrieved document. 
At the same time, the client can record audio and/or video information to contribute to 
collaborative creation of a document.. The invention provides the possibility to either 
broadcast the collaborative editing in a quasi real time mode respectively a streamed 
real time mode and/or an off-time mode (Yen, Abstract, col. 5, lines 30-52)". 

Accordingly, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the networking 
art at the time the invention made to have incorporated Yen's teachings of the 
composing and editing the document with audio an/or video (Yen, Abstract, col. 5, lines 
30-52) with the teachings of Agraharam, for the purpose of allowing a number of clients 
to freely document graphical information together with multi-media information like, for 
instance, audio and/or video information and allowing it to be accessed by a number of 
clients via the internet and/or internet related services like for instance emailing (Yen, 
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col. 3, line 48 - col. 4, line 8). Agraharam also suggests that a user, acting as session 
conductor, logs onto and operates the conductor terminal 101, as shown in Fig. 4, to 
access and edit multimedia information for a session using multimedia authoring tool 
206 (Agraharam, col. 2, line 21 - col. 3, line 20). 

6. As to claim 2, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein the control station further 
comprises a control section that exclusively controls the inputting of 'the composing data 
among the plurality of the information processing terminals such that only one 
information processing terminal is allowed to input the composing data at one time to 
avoid conflict of the composing data among the information processing terminals 
(Agraharam, col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 39). 

7. As to claim 3, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein the control station further 
comprises a public storage section for storing the music data such as to make the music 
data available publicly (Yen, col. 6, lines 8-19; Agraharam, col. 2, line 67 -col. 3, line 



8. As to claim 4, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein the control station further 
comprises a feedback section that feeds back the edited music data to the plurality of 
the information processing terminals so that each information processing terminal can 
collaborate with other information processing terminal for creating the music 
composition by repetition of the transmitting of the composing data and the receiving of 
the music data (Yen, col. 5, line 30 -col. 6, line 7; col. 9, line 31 - col. 10, line 28; 
Agraharam, col. 2, line 21 - col. 3, line 46; col. 4, line 57). 



46). 



9. 



Application/Control Number: 09/754,441 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2142 

10. As to claim 5, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein each information processing 
terminal further comprises a downloading section that downloads a program from the 
control station so as to install an interface by the downloaded program for transmitting 
the composing data and receiving the music data (Yen, col. 5, line 30 -col. 6, line 7; 
col. 9, line 31 - col. 10, line 28; Agraharam, col. 2, line 21 - col. 3, line 46; col. 4, line 49 
- col. 5, line 57). 

11. As to claim 6, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein each information processing 
terminal further comprises an output section for displaying the received music data in 
the form of a score of the music composition, so that the input section can input the 
composing data in the form of music symbols superposed on the displayed score of the 
music composition (Yen, col. 5, line 30 -col. 6, line 7; col. 9, line 31 - col. 10, line 28; 
Agraharam, col. 2, line 21 - col. 3, line 46; col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 57). 

12. As to claim 7, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein the information processing 
terminals include a child information processing terminal and a parent information 
processing terminal that has a higher capability of inputting the composing data than the 
capability of the child information processing terminal, thereby allowing the parent 
information processing terminal I/O to precede the child information processing terminal 
in the creation of the music composition (Yen, col. 4, line 40 - col. 5, line 25; col. 5, line 
30 -col. 6, line 7; col. 9, line 31 - col. 10, line 28; Agraharam, col. 2, line 21 -col. 3, 
line 46; col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 57). 

13. As to claim 8, Agraharam-Yen discloses, wherein only the parent information 
processing terminal can instruct the control station to register the music composition 
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while the child information processing terminal is allowed to download the music data of 
the registered music composition from the control station (Yen, col. 4, line 40 -col. 5, 
line 25; col. 5, line 30 - col. 6, line 7; col. 9, line 31 - col. 10, line 28; Agraharam, col. 2, 
line 21 - col. 3, line 46; col. 4, line 49 - col. 5, line 57). 

14. Claim 9 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

1 5. Claim 1 0 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

16. Claim 1 1 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

17. Claims 12-15 are similar limitations of claims 2-5; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 2-5. 

18. Claim 16 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

1 9. Claim 1 7 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

20. Claim 1 8 is corresponding apparatus claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected 
under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

21 . Claims 19-23 are similar limitations of claims 4-8; therefore, they are rejected 
under the same rationale as in claims 4-8. 

22. Claim 24 is corresponding method claim of claim 1 ; therefore, it is rejected under 
the same rationale as in claim 1 . 
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23. Claim 25 is corresponding computer readable medium claim of claim 1 ; 
therefore, it is rejected under the same rationale as in claim 1 . 

24. Further references of interest are cited on Form PTO-892, which is an 
attachment to this action. 

25. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hai V. Nguyen whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0276. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:00-3:30 Mon-Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jack Harvey can be reached on 703-305-9705. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-91 97 (toll-free). A"Zo 



Hai V. Nguyen 
Examiner 
Art Unit 2142 





